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Our Info Points (IAT) can grant 
you all the information you need 
on this area: leaflets, maps, 
events programme. Here you can 
also book services and guided 
tours. 

Check the complete Info Points 
list at: 
www.toscananelcuore.it/en/tio

Informazioni
Turistiche

Tourist information office

From the museums of sacred art to those of archeology, 
from the collections of artistic craftsmanship to the 
Houses of Memory, in the Empolese Valdelsa and 
Montalbano Region there are 21 museums, gathered in 
the museum system MuDEV. If you intend to visit more 
than one museum, you may purchase the combined 
ticket that allows you to visit them all within 1 year!

www.museiempolesevaldelsa.it

Just one ticket, all the Museums!

Empolese Valdelsa  
e Montalbano

Tourist map

piazza  della  Vittoria, 54 – 50053 Empo li (FI)
tel.0571 933284
info@toscananelcuore.it
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Ambito Turistico  
Empolese Valdelsa e Montalbano

The area includes the 11 Municipalities 
of the Unione dei Comuni Circondario 
Empolese Valdelsa.

Capraia e Limite
Castelfiorentino
Cerreto Guidi
Certaldo
Empoli
Fucecchio
Gambassi Terme
Montaione
Montelupo Fiorentino
Montespertoli
Vinci

In collaboration with: Ufficio di Ambito

Empolese Valdelsa  
e Montalbano
A land of Genius in the heart of Tuscany

Between Pisa and Florence, crossed by the Arno 
River and the Via Francigena, the Empolese Valdelsa 
and Montalbano region is located right in the heart 
of Tuscany. This is the land of Leonardo da Vinci and 
Giovanni Boccaccio, a place that has been a source 
of inspiration and beauty for centuries. 

Discover all the itineraries
on www.toscananelcuore.it

Even today, pilgrims reach Fucecchio, a castle on the Via 
Francigena and a crossroads of paths. Today the road Romea Strata, 
the Via Medicea and the Etruscan path converge here, where you can 
make pleasant excursions. In town, the Poggio Salamartano, where 
the main places of worship are located, the Corsini Complex, with 
the ancient Castle and the panoramic tower, and the Civic Museum, 
are worth seeing. The Montanelli Bassi Foundation preserves the 
memory of Indro Montanelli, famous italian journalist who was born in 
Fucecchio and to whom he was always linked. Outside the centre, do 
not miss the Ponte Mediceo di Cappiano and the Padule di Fucecchio, 
ideal for an immersion in the nature.

Tuscany
In Vinci everything talks about Leonardo: the Church of Santa 
Croce where he was baptized, the Biblioteca Leonardiana and the 
Museo Leonardiano that promote the knowledge of his work and the 
contemporary artworks celebrating his memory. The scenic Piazza 
dei Guidi marks the entrance to the collection of machines invented 
by Leonardo, while in the Villa del Ferrale, you can visit the section 
dedicated to his painting with all his masterpieces reproduced at high 
resolution. Finally, the birthplace in Anchiano, immersed in a timeless 
landscape, invites you to discover the deep ties that bound Leonardo 
to his homeland.

Cerreto Guidi attracts the visitor’s 
attention from afar with the imposing Medici Complex 
commissioned by Cosimo I de’ Medici in 1564 as 
a hunting lodge. The Medici Villa, included in the 
Unesco Heritage, now houses the Historical Museum 
of Hunting and the Territory, as well as a collection 
of paintings and artistic objects that belonged to the 
famous Florentine family. In the historic centre you can 
also visit the MuMeLoc, the local Memory Museum, 
dedicated to the traditions and to the recent history 
of the area, in particular the dramatic episodes of the 
World War II.

Empoli, a city rich in history, art and culture, is the 
gateway to both the Empolese and the Valdelsa area. 
In the historic centre, bustling with shops and cafés, 
Piazza Farinata degli Uberti is enclosed among the 
oldest buildings in the city: Palazzo Ghibellino, Palazzo 
Pretorio and the Collegiate Church of Sant’Andrea with 
the adjoining Museum which presents true masterpieces 
of Tuscan art. The suggestive Salt Warehouse houses 
the Glass Museum, dedicated to the manufacturing that 
has characterized the city for centuries. In the village 
of Pontorme, you can visit the house where the painter 
Pontormo was born and the Church of San Michele, 
which still preserves two of his paintings.

Rolling hills covered with woods surround 
Montaione, a charming medieval village 
whose history is documented in the Civic Museum. 
The area, with its rural aspect still intact, boasts a 
long tradition of hospitality and visitors will find a 
wide range of facilities to choose from, all of them 
offering wonderful settings for an outdoor holiday, 
to be enjoyed also thanks to many trekking paths. 
The woods nearby contain a unique treasure: the 
Jerusalem of San Vivaldo, a monastery with a 
group of chapels reconstructing Christ’s Passion in 
the Holy Land, dating from the 16th century.

A fundamental stop on the Via Francigena, Gambassi 
Terme is a place historically suited to well-being and hospitality. 
The village is in fact located on the path of Archbishop Sigeric who, 
in his itinerary, recalls the Pieve of Santa Maria Assunta, a jewel of 
Romanesque architecture near Chianni. The town is at the beginning 
of leg 31 of the Via in a path that, in 3 hours walking, leads to the 
famous village of San Gimignano. The area is historically known for 
the curative properties of its saline waters and the evocative beauty 
of its landscape.

Heading south we meet Certaldo, a 
medieval village where time seems to have 
stopped. The Palazzo Pretorio is the most 
representative building together with the 
House of Giovanni Boccaccio, the author of 
the Decameron native of Certaldo, to whom 
an intense cultural activity is dedicated by the 
Foundation bearing his name. Key stages of 
the itinerary are also the homage to his tomb 
in the Church of Santi Jacopo and Filippo 
and the Museum of Sacred Art. In the town 
centre we find also the Nail Museum, a unique 
collection of nails of all shapes and tools of 
peasant civilization.

Castelfiorentino is one of the main town 
of the Valdelsa. The Church of Sant’Ippolito dominates 
the centre with the ancient castle on top, while in the 
central square we find the Sanctuary of Santa Verdiana 
with the Museum of Sacred Art preserving, among other 
masterpieces, a Madonna with the Child by Cimabue. 
You should not miss the Be.Go, the museum dedicated 
to Benozzo Gozzoli and the Church of San Francesco. 
Also worth mentioning is the Teatro del Popolo, one 
of the most important nineteenth-century theaters in 
Tuscany. Beautiful historical villas, today mostly tourist 
residences, dot the surrounding countryside.

In Montespertoli the star attraction is without 
doubt the local wine. Montespertoli is in fact one of the main 
producers of Chianti Wine in the world. The history of this 
produce is documented in the Museum of Vine and Wine at 
the Centro i Lecci, while today’s production is enhanced by 
the Chianti Market Fair held at the end of May. The Amedeo 
Bassi Museum traces the history and success of this famous 
tenor who from Montespertoli came to perform in the most 
important theaters in the world. Outside the village you can 
visit the Pieve di San Piero in Mercato with the Museum of 
sacred art. In the territory there are many stunning castles 
and historic cellars for tastings and enchanting stays.

Montelupo Fiorentino is the city of 
ceramics par excellence. For centuries, this tradition 
has been handed down here and it continues today 
in the small factories and artisan workshops of the 
area and is documented in the Ceramics Museum. 
The collection features local manufactures, starting 
from the Middle Ages, passing through the splendor 
of Renaissance majolica, up to contemporary works of 
art. In the complex of San Quirico and Santa Lucia all’ 
Ambrogiana you can visit the Archaeological Museum 
with finds dating back to 200,000 years ago. Nearby is 
the Ambrogiana Park with the splendid Medici Villa on 
the banks of the river Arno.

The history and tradition of Capraia 
and Limite are deeply linked to the 
Arno river, so much so that the small village 
has been active in shipbuilding for centuries, 
as the Rowing Museum in Limite recalls. On 
the Montalbano slopes is pearched the village 
of Capraia and you’ll find the Romanesque 
Churches of San Jacopo a Pulignano and San 
Martino in Campo as well as several paths 
offering splendid views of the Arno and the 
countryside. The natural beauty of this area 
makes it perfect for walking and hiking in nature.



Must see
Chianti wine and typical products A land of genius

Castles and historical residencesThe Via Francigena in the heart of TuscanyThe paths 

Medieval villages
From Lucardo‘s medieval walls, nearby Montespertoli, to the 
charming beauty of Castelfalfi and Tonda, both in the area of 
Montaione. Not to mention the incomparable view that can 
be enjoyed from Castra (near Capraia), or from Sant’Amato 
(near Vinci), on the Montalbano hills, or from the few houses 
immersed in the Mommialla wood near Gambassi Terme! 
Finally, Castelnuovo Val d’Elsa, not far from the Via Francigena 
and the castle of Monterappoli in the countryside around 
Empoli. These are just some of the most beautiful hamlets of 
the Empolese Valdelsa and Montalbano region.

In the Empolese Valdelsa and Montalbano region there are 
typical products for all tastes: starting from the Montaione 
truffle up to the Montespertoli bread and then the Empoli 
artichoke and the Certaldo onion. The most famous are 
those that, in addition to a millenary production, today boast 
a quality certification or a controlled designation of origin. This 
is the case of the Extra Virgin Olive Oil IGP from Montalbano 
and the Chianti Wine, here produced in the three sub-areas, 
Montespertoli, Colli Fiorentini and Montalbano.

Birthplace of Leonardo and Boccaccio, the Empolese Valdelsa 
and Montalbano region was the homeland of other illustrious 
characters, protagonists of art and culture. We are talking 
about the painter Pontormo, exponent of the Modern Manner 
and the musician Ferruccio Busoni, both born in Empoli; but 
also of Indro Montanelli, one of the greatest Italian journalists 
of the twentieth Century, always linked to his Fucecchio. Get 
to know their stories in the Houses of Memory!

From the castle of Montegufoni, with its tower inspired by the 
one of Palazzo Vecchio in Florence, to the castle of Poppiano, 
where Guicciardini wrote his Historia d’Italia in 1540. The Villa 
di Meleto where Ridolfi founded the first Agricultural Institute 
in Italy in 1843 and the Villa del Ferrale, with its splendid Italian 
garden. These are just some of the many historic residences 
now open to the public as resorts or locations for events.

The route crosses this region for about 50 km, divided into 
three stages where you’ll find two of the places mentioned 
by Bishop Sigerico: the Pieve di Coiano in the territory of 
Castelfiorentino and the beautiful Pieve di Santa Maria a 
Chianni, just outside Gambassi Terme that today is recognized 
as a Leg Point. In addition to the suggestive path, do not miss 
the events dedicated to the Via such as Via Francigena in 
Valdelsa in Castelfiorentino.

The entire territory of the Empolese Valdelsa and Montalbano 
is full of paths and local roads to be traveled on your own, 
following the signs in white-red colors, or by taking part in 
guided tours or organized experiences. You can choose 
between the panoramic paths on the Montalbano hills, between 
Capraia and Vinci, and the ones in Valdelsa; you can walk on the 
wooded trails of the Alta Valle del Carfalo, or stroll on the flat 
paths in the Arnovecchio Oasis and in the Fucecchio Marshes.
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